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on plunder, and that if they had been ever so many mc*^
they were still not worth a farthing ? and that even the few
cavalry the town had, were enough to route them. Some
others were of a contrary opinion, alleging that it was better
to seek some composition than to subject themselves to the
chances of Fortune, shewing themselves to be men of very
little judgment in not estimating the enemy; therefore ad-
vised that the captain should be again sought, so as to under-
stand his will better; and even if they found that he would
not swerve from the sum demanded, still they would feel
satisfied in having kept their promise; and if there was no
appearance of accommodation, they would be at liberty to
come to any other decision they might think proper. But
the opinion of the many had more force than the wise sug-
gestion of the few; wherefore some Spaniards and black
slaves, amounting to a hundred and fifty, put themselves in
order, and at an hour after dark, expecting to find their
enemies asleep, calling out on St. Joseph and St. James, they
assailed them, and firing their archibusses they killed four
Frenchmen, among whom was a nephew of their captain.
The French did not at all fail in courage, but jumping up,
seized their arms, and defended themselves with such spirit,
that after the first shower from their archibusses, the terrified
Spaniards turned their backs and fled to the woods for
safety. The captain remained up all night keeping good
watch, extremely irritated at the death of his people, especi-
ally of his nephew, blaming himself for having trusted to the
promise of the Spaniards. In the morning, he ordered part
of his soldiers to collect all the pitch that they could find in
the town, and there were many cases that had been brought
from Spain to this port for repairing their ships ; with this
he ordered them to anoint all the doors, windows, floors, in
short every wooden portion of the houses, and then set
1 Non si dovevano stimare wn> maravedis, a term of contempt; the
maravedi being their smallest coin.   (Trans)
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